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welcome

to the
NEW The Georgia Chiropractor!
It’s the same great information,
with a few minor tweaks. You’ll
notice we have a new Student
Member Spotlight (p. 25), and
Taking Care of Business (p. 26)
will serve to help you make the
most out of your practice. We’ve
also moved our Association
News section (p. 8) so you can
read what’s new with GCA even
more quickly.
WWW.GACHIRO.ORG
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LIFE UNIVERSITY
100+ acres of rolling hills, forests, hiking trails and state-of-the-art wellness facilities.
17:1 student/teacher ratio allows for hands-on learning and one-on-one interaction.
The world’s largest chiropractic college.

THE WORLD.
LIFE OFFERS DISTINCTIVE
GRADUATE, UNDERGRADUATE
AND DOCTORATE DEGREES
Athletic Training . Biology . Biopsychology
Business Administration . Chiropractic . Clinical Nutrition
Coaching Psychology . Computer Information Management
Dietetics . Exercise Science . General Studies
Health Coaching . Nutrition . Positive Psychology
Psychology . Sport Health Science
1269 BARCLAY CIRCLE, MARIETTA, GEORGIA USA
800-543-3202 or 770-426-2600
Admissions@LIFE.edu

www.LIFE.edu

HIGH-FIELD IMAGING
meets

Personal Injury
Services We Provide
• State-Of-The-Art 1.5T High-Field MRI
and Multi-Slice Low-Dose CT
• Multiple Metro Atlanta Locations
• Same Day Appointments,
Next Day Results
• Pre-Certs Provided

• Excellent Self-Pay Rates
• Sub-specialized Personal Injury
Radiology Team

The Gold Standard in Diagnostic Imaging

AugustaAugusta
• Canton••Canton
Decatur••Decatur
Fayetteville
• Lawrenceville • Newnan • West Cobb • Austin, TX • Dallas, TX •
• Fayetteville • Lawrenceville • Newnan • West Cobb • Dunwoody
Houston, TX • San Antonio, TX • Tallahassee, FL
• Birmingham,
AL | www.ahicenters.com | 1-855-MRI-CHOICE
*Hiram
• *Marietta
*Joint Venture with Diagnostic Imaging Specialists
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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Let’s Keep Each Other
Accountable
It’s an incredible honor to kick off the new year as the Georgia
Chiropractic Association president. The GCA staff and board of
directors have many plans for 2016 and beyond, and it’s a privilege to be able to lead during this exciting time in our association’s
storied history.
Just to introduce myself briefly, I live in Jesup with my wife,
Melissa, and our three children. I own Advanced Healthcare
and Spine Institute, where we offer a wide variety of health care
services to meet our patients’ needs. Outside of the office I enjoy
hunting, fishing and playing chess, and of course watching those UGA Bulldogs and Atlanta
Falcons.
Presidents in years’ past have chosen key words to follow throughout their term as
president. For Past President Dr. Charles Weiss, that word was “purpose.” He left no stone
unturned during his tenure as president, sifting through each and every program GCA has
to offer to ensure it’s living up to its purpose for our membership. As a member and a friend,
I want to thank Dr. Weiss for his service.
That leads to my word for this upcoming year, which is “accountability.” The website
businessdictionary.com defines accountability as “the obligation of an individual or organization to account for its activities, accept responsibility for them, and to disclose the results in
a transparent manner.”
That is the perfect definition for how I envision GCA moving forward - a living, breathing entity existing to serve the chiropractic profession for all chiropractors across the state.
We are obliged to account for all of our activities to our members, and to report progress
and results in a timely, transparent manner. GCA has always lived up to these standards, and
I want to continue that standard of excellence while going even further to benefit our members.
Having been a GCA member for years, I recognize the importance of having a strong,
unified association to support our profession. A strong association comes from a strong
membership. I look forward to strengthening our membership in the coming year through
offering a variety of new resources to help our members earn money and strengthen their
own practices, all while we continue our daily push to protect our right to practice at the
state capitol.
To wrap up, I would like to thank everyone for the responsibility and privilege of being
the GCA president. We have a lot of great things planned. For GCA, the best is yet to come.
Respectfully, Edwin Davis, D.C. • President

WWW.GACHIRO.ORG

BREAKTHROUGH:

World’s First 3D Imaging
System from Foot Levelers

Foot Levelers has done it! We have developed the world’s
first 3D Imaging Device for Chiropractic — 3D BodyView™.
V7+ Body Assessment

Patient
Compliance
Software
• First-ever Pronation Stability Index® — “Know Their Number”
• Embedded videos explain the “Why”
• Height mapping accurate up to 300 microns
• Captures 900,000 data points

“When patients know why, they comply.“

Order your 3D imaging device today!
800.553.4860 FootLevelers.com

Let us help you build your practice. We guarantee you will be happy.

Chairman & CEO, Foot Levelers, Inc.

The Posture Specialists™
©2013 Foot Levelers, Inc.

Lawyer who is also a
Doctor of Chiropractic!*

FLA-010113-GCA_breakthrough.indd 1

12/12/12 11:26 AM

Call the

Your Lawyer
Dr. Ted

Dr. Ted

“I Want to Be Your Lawyer!” - Dr. Ted
Questions?

so that we
can
evaluate you
r case

Call my cell: (404) 633-7500

Don’t want to Call?
Ask me online at chiropracticandthelaw.com
or email me direct at tedgreve@mydrted.com
Member Of:
Million Dollar Advocates Forum** • Georgia Trial Lawyers Association • American Association for Justice • The Brain Injury
Association of North Carolina • Certified in Collision Reconstruction • Certificate for Proficiency in Chiropractic X-Ray
** Criteria for membership in Million Dollar Advocates is set forth at www. milliondollaradvocates.com. We do not represent that similar results will be achieved
in your case. Each case is different and must be evaluated separately.

*Attorney Ted Greve is a Georgia licensed doctor of chiropractic. He practices only law.
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260 Peachtree St. NW, Ste. 2200
Atlanta, GA 30303
2050 Marconi Dr., Ste. 300
Alpharetta, GA 30005
257 Bobby Jones Expressway, Ste. 2
Augusta, GA 30907

1-800-MyDrTed

www.MyDrTed.com
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As the 2016 Georgia General Assembly Session begins, GCA
has been working to strengthen our grassroots efforts. The most
effective way to support or oppose legislation is for legislators’
constituents to contact them and ask them to vote ‘yes’ or ‘no.’
While GCA staff and General Counsel Aubrey Villines
educate legislators on our issues, what matters most to
legislators is to hear from their own constituents. Dr. John
Webster, GCA’s Governmental Affairs Committee Chairman,
has spearheaded an effort to collect the home addresses of
chiropractors in Georgia so the staff may identify who their legislators are. If you
have not already done so, please send GCA your home address so we may update our
database. Home addresses are used ONLY for legislative purposes and are not given out
to third parties. You can email your information to csharec@gachiro.org.
In addition to providing us with your home address, another way to support GCA’s
legislative efforts is to join the GCA-PAC. Chaired by Dr. Leana Kart, the PAC makes
donations to pro-chiropractic candidates who are running for office. You can protect
your right to practice for less than $1 a day! You can donate online or download a PAC
form from the GCA website. Visit gachiro.org, hover over Influence and select Political
Action Committee.
In November, we asked members to make an effort to get to know their legislators by
having a mutual acquaintance introduce them, setting up a short meeting or introducing
themselves at a community function. If you were able to meet up with your legislators
thank you! If not, please look for opportunities to meet them during this session.
One such opportunity will be GCA’s Chiropractic Day at the Capitol. The event
will be held in the Empire Room of the Sloppy Floyd building at 8 a.m. Feb. 18. I hope
you will join us for breakfast and invite your legislators. If your legislators are unable to
attend, make plans to meet them by the ropes or visit them in their Capitol offices.
As Aubrey always says, “It’s impolite to introduce yourself to someone, then
immediately ask for something.” Take time to develop a relationship with your
legislators, so when the time comes, you’ll be asking a friend, not a stranger, for a vote.
Valerie Smith, M.A. • Executive Director

WWW.GACHIRO.ORG

ASSOCIATION NEWS
Longtime GCA member
seeks public office
Dr. Karen Mathiak, a current member of both the
Georgia Chiropractic Association and the Chiropractic Board of Examiners, has announced her
intent to seek public office.
Dr. Mathiak plans to run for the Georgia House
of Representatives District 73, which includes parts
of Spalding, Henry and Fayette counties.

Dr. Karen Mathiak

Holiday
Open House
a Success
Thanks to the many who joined
the Georgia Chiropractic Association at our inaugural open house
event held Dec. 10 in our Tucker,
Ga. office. The evening was a fun
one with Christmas music, good
food and even better friends. To
top it off, “Super Santa” made a
visit! A special thanks goes out to
the GCA members who brought
toys to give to Toys for Tots. Keep
checking your email for future
open house dates!
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Members Can Use
Healthy USA 2020
for Resources
As part of the Georgia Chiropractic Association’s ongoing relationship
with the Congress of Chiropractic State Associations, our members
have access to Healthy USA 2020. This website offers online resources
for chiropractors and other health and wellness providers to share with
each other and with their patients. For more information and to sign up,
visit sharehealthyusa2020.com.

You Said It! #GCASays
This section of GCA’s Association News kicks off our series of featuring
top posts and comments across our social media platforms.

GCA Members
in the News
Our members have been busy the past few
months, including these following mentions
in state and local outlets:
• GCA Past President Dr. Charles Weiss
was named in the Atlanta JournalConstitution for receiving the Georgia
Chiropractor of the Year Award during
GCA’s annual Fall Conference. Also
featured was Sen. Renee Unterman
(R-Buford), who received GCA’s
Humanitarian of the Year award.
• An article featuring GCA President Dr.
Edwin Davis was in his hometown paper,
The Press-Sentinel, after his swearing-in
ceremony at the annual Fall Conference.
• Dr. Archie Culbreth was mentioned as
a ‘newsmaker’ on savannahnow.com
for being admitted as a fellow into the
International College of Chiropractors.
Dr. Culbreth is a past president of GCA.

event calendar
FEB. 6, 2016, 10 a.m.

GCA Board of Directors meeting
GCA offices, Tucker, Ga
FEB. 18, 2016, 8 a.m.

Chiropractic Day at the Capitol
Get involved! Who knows your comment may be the
one featured in this section.
Join us today at facebook.com/
GeorgiaChiropracticAssociation
and twitter.com/GaChiro2016.
Members can also join our
LinkedIn group by searching
for us there, and follow along
on Periscope @GaChiro.
There will be more to come
in 2016, so stay tuned!

Sloppy Floyd Building, Atlanta, Ga.
APRIL 30, 2016, 10 a.m.

GCA Board of Directors meeting
GCA offices, Tucker, Ga.
MAY 20-22, 2016

GCA Annual Spring Conference
Sonesta Resort Hilton Head Island

Visit gachiro.org for a complete
list of upcoming events
WWW.GACHIRO.ORG

CASE STUDY
Use of Chiropractic for Alleviating Lower
Back Pain and Disability
SEPT. 25, 2015 CONSULTATION

Michael Vaughn, D.C.

10

The patient is a 39-year-old female referred
by a neurosurgeon. She is currently on disability due to a lower back condition. She
was treated by a chiropractor for two months
without any result, and then referred over to
a neurosurgeon who ended up fusing L4 and
L5 segments. The surgery was not successful.
She was then referred to another chiropractor
for about a year after the surgery. She stated it
helped, but only maintained her condition at
best.
The patient relocated to the south five
years ago and continued her treatment with
a neurosurgeon. She was treated with several
series of injections in her lumbosacral region
without success. She was also treated by the
neurosurgeon who inserted a TENS unit into
her spine. She lost 40 pounds as suggested
by the neurosurgeon. After losing weight, the
TENS became uncomfortable due to loss
of padding from the adipose tissue and was
removed after a couple of months. Mylegram
showed disc herniations at L2, L3 and L4.
Patient presented with severe antalgia to
her right and severe lower back pain at a level
seven out of 10. There was constant cervical
pain and stiffness on her right side. She also
experienced tingling in her right fingertips,
constant numbness in the right leg from the
buttocks down to her knee and intermittent
headaches that radiate from the occipital to
the frontal regions of her head. Recently she
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By Michael Vaughn, D.C.

has been experiencing a pain into her groin
and a pain in the epigastric area.
The patient denied having any problems
with hearing or seeing. She will have some
incidents of blurred vision but was not able to
be specific with one particular eye.

EXAMINATION
Blood pressure, right upper extremity, 105/72
and 121/80 in the left, pulse was 77. Examination of the head was normal, facial muscles
equal on both sides of the face. Upper and
lower extremity reflexes were graded +2 and
brisk according to Wexler’s scale. EENT appeared to be normal. The thoracic region was
normal. Respirations were at 17 per minute.
The abdominal region was tender to palpation in all four quadrants.
Sensation to pin prick was checked and it
was found at the V2-V3, C5-T1 levels. The
patient showed less sensation in her right side.
Soto-Hall test was positive, referred pain
into the cervicothoracic region. Positive Maximal Foraminal Encroachment test gave a painful response radiating pain into her right upper
trap and upper back. She had a positive Door
Bell sign on her right referring pain into her
brachial plexes and right scalene musculature.
Positive Kemp’s test in her right lower back;
she also had a restricted ROM from right to
left rotation of the trunk.
Muscle strength of the upper extremity
gave a four of five response to strength in her

FEATUREFEATURE

right upper extremity when muscle challenges were done bilaterally. It was the
same in the lower extremity.
Lasague’s test was positive at an angle
of 25 degrees flexion of the hip and
radiating pain mid-calf into the right leg.
Braggard’s test was positive in the left
lower extremity.
Pin prick stimulation showed right
side sensation is decreased. Also L2 and
L3 dermatome seems to have more sensation to pin prick stimulation than L4S1 dermatome levels. Babinski response
was negative.
Palpation of the cervical, thoracic and
lumbar regions showed muscular spasm
at the right cervico thoracic region, right
upper lumbar and lumbosacral bilaterally.
Percussion of the vertebral spinous
processes gave a painful response at the
T5/6 and T10 - S1 levels. She was very
hypersensitive in the lower lumbar levels.
Visual signs of surgical scars of the
L1-S1, right iliac crest and T7-T9 levels
from the TENS implant and harvesting
of bone from her L4/L5 fusion.
Ely’s test produced a painful response
to the right buttock and lower back area
indicating an aberrant motion of the
sacroiliac joint known as a positive.
The patient was able to get on and off
my examination table without any help
and appeared to be well nourished with
good skin color.

RECORDS REVIEWED
Post Myelogram, Cervical CT and
Cervical MRI were reviewed to correlate
with the findings in the physical examination.

TREATMENT
Manual manipulation of the mid to
lower cervical on her left and lumbosacral region bilatarally and EMS. Eye
exercises were performed in her left eye
with a pen light for pupil constriction

and dilation for 45 seconds.
Another brief examination was
performed immediately after treatment,
revealing an increase in muscle strength
of her extensor musculature in her right
upper extremity. Blood pressure was
checked bilaterally and showed 98/71
her right and 98/73 left upper extremities. Pin prick stimulation in the upper
and lower extremities remain the same as
in the examination prior to treatment.

ASSESSMENT/PLAN
I expect this patient’s prognosis to be
good. I’m expecting an increase in her
total function of 20 to 30 percent over
the next three weeks. She will be placed
on a three times per week treatment
schedule for two weeks, and depending
on her progression of decreased pain
and increased function of the lumbosacral and cervical areas, I’ll put her on a
decreased frequency of visits. She was
sent home with instructions to use ice to
the painful areas of her neck and lower
back. I’ll see her again on Sept. 28 for
continuation of treatment.

SEPT. 28 SUBJECTIVE
The patient stated she is feeling remarkably better but has an overall sense of
soreness throughout her spine. She had a
slight antalgia toward her right side.

EXAMINATION
Her blood pressure was 93/68 on her
right and 97/71 on her left side. She still
had a decreased sensation to pin prick in
the right upper and lower extremities but
the sensation was closer together when
compared to her left than it was on her
last visit. The strength in her right upper
extremity was better in her extensor
musculature but there appeared to be no
change with the flexor musculature in
her right upper extremity.

TREATMENT
Manipulation was performed in the right
upper and lower cervical region, upper
and mid thoracic and lumbar regions
bilaterally. The patient was placed on
interferential therapy for 15 minutes.
Eye exercises on her left were performed
again which seemed to have more endurance in the pupil reflexes and was not
able to fatigue as fast as in her previous
visit.

PLAN
The patient responded better than
expected. She was to continue with her
previously prescribed treatment plan.
In conversation she was happy with
the result but had much concern over future disability. I encouraged the fact she
has a long life ahead of her, but she still
has quite a bit of treatment and healing
to go.
After a few days, the patient decided
to discontinue her care.

DISCUSSION
This is an unusual case study that
traverses many social, economic, psychological and biomechanical topics that, as
chiropractors, we have seen a number of
times. Several discussions are intertwined
within this case study. (1) Remember
your ascending and descending tracks?
These tracks are easily displayed within
the examination and with the modality
of specific adjustment to the cervical and
lumbar regions as well as the costosternal
and costovertebral articulations. (2) Our
system that is currently in place for disability is broken. This is a prime example
of how chiropractic can save millions of
tax dollars by not allowing individuals to
have the thought to become dependent
on a system. (3) When an individual has
been sidelined and non-productive for 20
years, how can our society expect them
to become productive?

WWW.GACHIRO.ORG
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“As chiropractors, our patient
base is growing as more and
more people seek a variety of
treatment options.”

CHIROPRACTORS ACROSS THE COUNTRY

		 Call for Inclusion in Medicare

C

Chiropractors across the country are saying, loud
and clear: Expand our right to practice under
Medicare.
“We’re calling for, specifically, to create a petition
for Congress to strike the language that makes us
an exception in Medicare,” explained Dr. Robert
Hayden, GCA member and chair of the American
Chiropractic Association’s education committee.
The “history of discrimination” under Medicare
goes back to when chiropractic was first put into
the national insurance program designed for senior
citizens, Hayden said. Chiropractors were not
allowed to charge for anything except the adjustment - although D.C.s still did physical exams and
conducted X-rays as per usual.
“At first, we were required to take X-rays on
senior patients (without reimbursement),” Hayden
said. The X-ray requirement
was eliminated in 1997, but
other than that there has been
little change in the language
used to include chiropractic in
Medicare since the 1970s.
The ACA is requesting
chiropractors across the country to galvanize their friends,
family members, patients and
local politicians into signing the
petition to allow chiropractors to
operate under the full scope of
practice under Medicare.

By Carly Sharec

Though expecting opposition from medical
and pharmaceutical lobbyists, Hayden thinks this
change is just on the horizon, notably due to two
major public crises about to hit at once.
“First, there are more senior citizens than ever
before thanks to the Baby Boomer generation,” he
said. “And that population will continue to grow in
the coming years.
“The second reason is that we have an opiate
crisis in this country. This is something that’s gotten
a lot of press lately. More than half of drug overdoses are from prescription drugs. Chiropractic
can offer a safe alternative to pain management,
helping to keep patients off of drugs in certain situations.”
People can sign the National Medicare Equality
Petition by visiting acatoday.org/Equality, where
they can also find out more information.
“As chiropractors, our patient base is growing
as more and more people seek a variety of treatment options,” Hayden said. “I think with more
general exposure to chiropractic and our efforts
as a state association to educate and inform, we’re
seeing more of a commitment from our legislators
to protecting our profession. But we can’t stop; we
must be vigilant and continue to always educate our
patients and the general public about these issues
facing chiropractic today.”

learn more

about the
national push to provide chiropractic
services for American veterans, p. 21
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“I have said it time and again:
It is just not appropriate to
introduce yourself to someone
and then immediately ask for
something. Support is built
upon relationships.”

CONSUMER AND PROVIDER PROTECTION ACT WILL

Create More Transparency
		 in Insurance Industry

W

With Georgia’s General Assembly set to convene
in January, the Georgia Chiropractic Association’s
legal counsel Aubrey Villines is keeping his eye on an
already familiar bill.
“The Georgia Chiropractic Association is in a
coalition with several provider groups, including
the Medical Association of Georgia, to bring about
change that will benefit patients and providers,” Villines said. “This legislation is generically referenced as
the Consumer and Provider Protection Act.
“It’s a massive undertaking regarding insurance
reform and reimbursement.”
The bill itself, first introduced during the 2015 session, is designed to ensure transparency between the
insurance companies and health care providers.This
bill includes four separate provisions relating to Rental
Networks, All-Products Clauses, Provider Stability
and Network Adequacy.
One part of the bill would require any changes
to the insurance contract to be reviewed and agreed
upon at the beginning of a
new contract, not during the
middle of a multiyear agreement.
“That’s one of the things
I really like about this bill,”
Villines said.
The bill would also
require “rental networks” to
register with the state Insurance Commissioner and be
approved to conduct business in the state. Currently,
companies rent their net-

By Carly Sharec

works to other companies without the knowledge or
consent of the provider. They will “rent” discounted
rates from other networks and not notify the physician
of the new rate.
Other states already regulating rental networks
include Florida, Connecticut, Ohio, Colorado and
Indiana. Certain other states also have some regulations in place of rental networks.
Additionally, while insurers would not be required
to contract with particular physicians, they would be
required to contract with an adequate number of
physicians.
“The GCA will keep you informed, but please understand that this is fluid and everchanging,” Villines
said. “We ask you to meet with your legislator, either
by having lunch, inviting him or her to your office or
whatever you and the legislator are most comfortable
with.
“The primary purpose of such meetings is to get to
know your legislator and establish a relationship - or
to enhance the relationship you already have. I have
said it time and again: It is just not appropriate to
introduce yourself to someone and then immediately
ask for something. Support is built upon relationships.”
Villines said this bill is the top priority for the medical, dental and optometry associations of Georgia,
along with GCA.
“We’re all going forward with it as a team,” he
said. “We’re confident we’re going to pass something.”
The Georgia Chiropractic Association has a summary and frequently asked question form for the act
posted on the GCA website, gachiro.org.

WWW.GACHIRO.ORG
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(below) From left, Dr. Ralph Templeton, Dr. Ed
Cordovado, Dr. Richard Buchanan, Dr. Mary
Watkins, Dr. Charles Weiss, Dr. John Webster, Dr.
Vince Erario, Dr. Karen Mathiak and Dr. Leana
Kart attend the GCA-PAC meeting during the GCA
Fall Conference & Trade Show in October.

GOTTA FIGHT FOR YOUR RIGHTS:

PAC Leadership Brings In New Day
By Carly Sharec

Erario leaves behind PAC legacy

T

The Georgia Chiropractic Association is dedicated to being a strong
voice for the chiropractic profession with state leaders, and as part
of that, GCA’s Political Action
Committee is in continual need of
support for its mission.
“We focus on legislative members of both the health and human
services and the insurance committees,” explained Dr. Leana Kart,
chairwoman of GCA-PAC. “Those
are the legislators that directly
impact all of us in practice.”
Kart, elected as chairwoman
during the PAC meeting at GCA’s
Annual Fall Conference, is encouraging chiropractors across the state
to help contribute to the organization’s mission. And, as she details,
there are many ways to become
involved.
“Of course, we’ll accept donations,” Kart said. “We are also
asking chiropractors across the
state to contact their representatives. Talk to them not only about
pro-chiropractic legislation, but get
to know them.”

14

Those who aren’t familiar with
their legislators can email their
home address to csharec@gachiro.
org to be put in touch.
On top of asking chiropractors
to be vocal for their professional
rights, Kart plans to significantly
increase PAC membership in 2016.
Kart also has the goal of completely transforming PAC itself,
mainly by increasing transparency
of the group with the rest of GCA
membership.
“I think our short-term goal is to
increase communication,” she said.
But most importantly, Kart
wants her fellow chiropractors
to understand the importance of
reaching out and working for the
profession at large.
“It’s so easy to just be wrapped
up in what you need to do in your
office,” she said. “But often you
have to look at the big picture, and
this is what this is all about. It’s
about protecting chiropractic for
the future.”
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For many longtime members of the Georgia
Chiropractic Association, the GCA
Political Action Committee is practically
synonymous with one name: Dr. Vince
Erario.
“I first became involved in the early
1990s because I saw the need to be
politically active,” Erario said. “During
the late 1980s, the insurance industry
successfully killed the no-fault laws in
Georgia, which changed the way many
chiropractors practiced.”
Since getting involved, Erario served as
secretary and treasurer for GCA-PAC for
many years, until recently when he stepped
aside to make room for some personal time
in his life.
“The most significant accomplishment
during my years with the PAC was the
mobilization of the profession through many
different activities that culminated in the
most significant changes to the chiropractic
scope of practice since 1921,” Erario said.
“Governor Sonny Perdue signed the new
scope law in May of 2007.”
Erario had traveled the state with
Dr. Jeff Slocum to gain support and
participation for the scope bill, speaking
with chiropractors to raise the funds and
political awareness needed.
While Erario has stepped back from a
more active role with PAC, he still remains
passionately supportive of the politicallyactive group, with the sole aim of protecting
the rights of chiropractors to successfully
practice in the state of Georgia.

10 3 RD A N N U A L

FALL CONFERENCE
AND TRADE SHOW

Unleash the
Power of
Chiropractic!
IT’S A BIRD, IT’S A PLANE: NO…

it’s Hundreds of Chiropractors!

W

With the dulcet strains of superhero-themed music
in the background, the Georgia Chiropractic Association’s 103rd Annual Fall Conference & Trade
Show kicked off Oct. 23 with a large attendance,
high-powered speakers and key players in the chiropractic field as vendors.
“I think the use of the superhero theme was
a great addition to our already popular conferences,” said Past President Dr. Charles Weiss.
“I’ve had several comments from attendees saying
the experience was the best they’ve ever had at a
GCA conference. It was extremely exciting to hear
people say that they can’t wait to come back for
next year!”
Popular speakers included Kathy Mills Chang
and Dr. Karen Mathiak, along with nationally
known speakers Dr. Fabrizio Mancini and Dr. Ted
Carrick. Leaders in the field, Dr. Brandon Lundell and Dr. Brian Jenson helped round out the
weekend, while GCA members Dr. Chris Connelly
and Laurie Simpson added their knowledge and
expertise as well.
“Our variety of speakers was really key to making our conference not just the most fun way to
attain CE credits, but also in helping GCA become
a leading provider of CE,” said Dr. Leana Kart,
conference committee chairwoman.
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Along with the educational and networking opportunities, awards were presented to leaders in the
chiropractic field during the event. Weiss received
the prestigious Chiropractor of the Year award
from the association, while Sen. Renee Unterman
(R-Buford) was presented with the William H.
Vaughn Humanitarian of the Year award for her
work against child sex trafficking in the state.
Vince Erario, D.C., Leana Kart, D.C., Marc Ellis, D.C. and Diane Hamby were all presented with
president’s awards by Weiss.
“I’m very honored,” Erario said. “GCA sets the
standard for excellence for our profession, and it’s
an honor to be recognized in this manner.”
Moving forward, conference planners are looking forward to GCA’s 2016 spring and fall conferences.
“We’re only going to get stronger and better,”
Kart said. “We had so many people comment on
how engaging, educational and just downright fun
the fall conference was. We’re going to take those
lessons learned into our next events. So just wait
and see what kind of tricks we’ve got up our sleeves
for the future!”

FEATURE

POW!

“I think the use of the superhero
theme was a great addition to our
already popular conferences.”
- Past President Dr. Charles Weiss
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From left, Karen Wissar, Sonya Smith, Dr. Leana Kart and
Erika Romero worked tirelessly throughout the Fall Conference to make sure everything was impeccably decorated and
that guests had a great time.
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Kart a Driving Force
Behind Conference
When Dr. Leana Kart first heard about
the superhero theme for GCA’s Annual
Fall Conference, she knew it would be
something special.
“It’s one of our expectations, going
forward, that we want to use different themes for our conferences,” the
planning committee chairwoman said.
“So for this conference, with our slogan
‘unleash the power,’ the thought process
was questioning how to unleash the
power of chiropractic. How do we unleash the power in our offices? And then
how do we unleash the power to make
GCA a better, stronger association?
“If you think about it, we really are
superheroes trying to save people from
poor health choices,” she added. “And I
think that’s great.”
Kart and her staff helped bring the
conference theme to life, infusing the
entire conference with superheroes.
“My staff was amazing,” she said.
“It’s required that they be super fans
of chiropractic, and part of that means
they have to be involved with their state
association and its conferences.
“I think it’s important that our chiropractic assistants and all of our employees on the front lines of chiropractic, so
to speak, truly get a feel for the profession. And there’s no better way to do
that than at one of our conferences,”
Kart continued.
After the success of the fall confer-
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ence, Kart is already looking ahead to
keeping the positive energy going at the
spring conference, scheduled for May
20-22 at the Sonesta Resort on Hilton
Head Island.
“We’re going to be pirates,” she said.
“I already have it all planned out. We’ll
be at the beach, and the pirate theme
will be perfect.”
Conference leadership is also looking
forward to making GCA conferences
even more of a family affair than they
already are.
“Family members and friends have
always been welcome to our events,”
Kart said. “And they always come! So
I’d love to be able to get them more
involved and volunteering, whether
that’s helping decorate or greeting
guests or whatever. I’ve always really
enjoyed how our conferences are a very
family-friendly atmosphere, and I would
love to build on that by getting as many
involved as possible.”
What was most important to Kart,
though, was seeing the attendees and
vendors truly enjoy the themed weekend
and get into the spirit of the event.
“Our association is changing,” Kart
said. “It’s a new day at GCA. Our
valued, lifelong members are blending together with new generations, and
we’re working to become an association
welcoming to all chiropractors from all
backgrounds, from all generations.”

FEATURE

Save thSperinDgatCoe!nference,

Thanks to our sponsors!
The 103rd Annual Fall Conference & Trade Show was a smashing success,
thanks in large part to the generous support of our partners and sponsors.

PRESIDENTIAL PARTNER

GCA’s Annual
May 20-22 at the Sonesta Resort
on Hilton Head Island.

MEMBER PARTNERS
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EDUCATION SPONSORS

A QUALITY COMPLEMENT
TO YOUR QUALITY HEALTHCARE
PROFESSIONAL GUIDE TO PRESCRIBING
NEWTON COMPLEXES
Free upon request with your professional account approval and order

Over 90 PRO & PRO for Pets Complexes*
100s of Single Remedies including
hard-to-find nosodes and isodes
*Dispensed by health professionals - not sold over-the-counter.

CONFERENCE SPONSORS

Muscle Testing Kits
NEWTON now offers Muscle Testing Kits to health
professionals who use Applied Kinesiology.

NEWTON Homeopathics
available in Zyto libraries.

www.newtonlabs.net
800.448.7256

Statements have not been reviewed by the Food and Drug Administration.
©2015 Newton Laboratories, Inc., Conyers, GA 30013 FDA Est# 1051203 rev. 6/15
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Chiropractic
Seminar
Atlanta, Georgia
Thurs, Feb. 18
9am to 5pm

SEMINAR
TOPICS:

Approved for 6 CE Credits in GA
(Applied for/provided by NYCC in many other states)

TargetCoding.com
or Call 1.800.270.7044
License Renewal: Continuing education credit (CE) is provided by New York Chiropractic College (NYCC). While applications relating to credit hours for license renewal in selected states have been executed for these programs, it remains
attendees’ responsibility to contact the state board(s) from whom they seek continuing education credits for purposes of ensuring said board(s) approve both venue and content as they relate to any seminar/course/lecture/webinar /
online presentation (event). Neither a speaker’s or exhibitor’s presence at said event, nor product mention or display, shall in any way constitute NYCC endorsement. NYCC’s role is strictly limited to processing, submitting, and archiving
program documents on behalf of course sponsors.
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100s of Single Remedies including
hard-to-find nosodes and isodes
*Dispensed by health professionals - not sold over-the-counter.

Muscle Testing Kits
NEWTON now offers Muscle Testing Kits to health
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NEWTON Homeopathics
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www.newtonlabs.net
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✓Medicare documentation,
ABN form and PQRS
✓Compliance programs and
HIPAA security/privacy rules
✓SOAP Notes, Plus More!
✓Every attendee receives
a seminar workbook

Register at:

Use Promo Code
TG12 &

SAVE $5

✓How to document
medical necessity
✓Chiropractic
treatment plans
✓How to document
the most common
chiropractic ICD-10s
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NATIONAL NEWS
Bill Expanding Chiropractic Care For Veterans
Passed By Senate
In a big win for both the chiropractic profession and
the men and women who have served our nation,
the United States Senate passed legislation that will
improve the delivery of benefits to America’s veterans, bringing them one step closer to gaining further
access to the essential services provided by doctors of
chiropractic at major Department of Veterans Affairs
medical centers. The 21st Century Veterans Benefits
Delivery Act, S.1203, passed under unanimous consent
and has been referred to the U.S. House of Representatives, where it was awaiting action at press time.

Section 102 of the Act, titled “Expansion of Provision of Chiropractic Care and Services to Veterans,”
calls for the chiropractic benefit to be carried out at a
minimum of two additional medical centers or clinics per Veterans Integrated Service Network no later
than two years after enactment of the bill, with the
program being implemented at no less than 50 percent
of all medical centers in each VISN within three years
of enactment. Currently, D.C.s serve at 66 treatment
facilities (out of nearly 160) across the country.
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THE FRONT LINE

“Listening is an important
skill, and we tend to forget
how vital it is.”

IMPROVING LISTENING SKILLS

Improves Customer Service
By Laurie Simpson, C.C.A., C.C.C.P.C.

T
Laurie Simpson

22

These days, the more technologically advanced
we are becoming, the more personal skills seem
to be disappearing. More specifically, the more
customer service skills seem to be disappearing.
Just within the past couple of weeks I have experienced three separate occasions where the lack
of customer service was extremely apparent, and
since I was the customer it made for some very
frustrating situations. This made me think, was
it me? Were my expectations too high? And then
when I truly thought about each situation, I realized that the problem had more to do with how
each customer service person interpreted what I
had said rather than truly listening to what it was
that I said.
Once I came to this realization, another one
slammed right into me … I’m not always a good
listener. My daughter has accused me on more
than one occasion of not listening to what she
said. When I tried to refute her, I couldn’t. She
was right, I wasn’t listening. What I was doing
was listening to her about as well as one listens to
background music while working.
Listening is an important skill, and one that
we tend to forget how vital it is. We use it all the
time – at work with our doctors, staff and patients,
in social settings, in relationships and with our
friends and families. Being a good listener means
actually hearing what is being conveyed to you.
How many times have you had a conversation
with someone and they are responding with a nod
or a “yeah” and you know without a doubt that
they really weren’t paying attention to what you
were saying?
Not that it’s an excuse, but I get how the lack
of listening can come into play. There are those
people who are long winded and you wish they
would just get to their point. At work we tend to
be multitasking and feel that we are paying attention when we aren’t. Sometimes, it’s as simple as
being tired. Other times, it is because there are too
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many distractions. So how do we become better
listeners?
First, it is important to remove all distractions.
When someone is speaking with you, stop what
you are doing and give them your full attention.
These days, we tend to give our hand-held devices
more attention than what we give to those people
who are speaking to us.
Second, be present. To be present means
that you are not being preoccupied physically or
mentally. Clear your mind and actually focus on
the person who is speaking. Stop thinking and pay
attention to what is being communicated now. If
you find that you are not being present to what
is being said, be honest and let the person know.
Apologize and acknowledge that you want to
actually hear what they are saying.
Third, let the person finish speaking. There are
those times when you feel you already get what
the person is trying to say to you and, especially in
the case of those who are long winded, you would
rather just jump into the conversation to share
your comments. Unfortunately, as a result, people
get frustrated and will either forget what they
wanted to tell you or they will become agitated
and choose to simply end the conversation.
Fourth, don’t assume anything. When you
assume, you automatically layer over what the
person says with your presumptions, which makes
it nearly impossible to have any meaningful conversation.
Finally, clarify to ensure you understand what
the person is saying. This can be done by simply
paraphrasing what they said in your own words.
Sometimes we may take away one message when
it’s really something else. A good clarifying statement shows the person that you value them and
want to hear what they are saying.
Be the person who listens with the intent to
understand. Not the person who listens with the
intent to reply.

INSIGHTFUL IMAGING

”The vast majority of patients
with knife clasp syndrome
do not have any symptoms
related to the anomaly.”

EXTENDING LUMBOSACRAL SPINE SHOULD BE

Avoided in Knife Clasp Syndrome
By J.C. Carter, D.C., D.A.C.B.R.

F
Dr. Carter is a GCA member.
He maintains a busy film
reading practice at 3350
Riverwood Parkway Ste 1900,
Atlanta, GA 30339. If you
have questions regarding
digital X-ray or his film
reading service please call
770-984-5395 or email at
jccarterdc@gmail.com. His
website is jcradiology.com.

First described in 1934, knife clasp syndrome
consists of spina bifida at S1 with an elongated
spinous process at L5. The elongated L5 spinous
process is the result of tissue that would normally
make up the S1 tubercle being joined to the
spinous process of L5. The resulting appearance
on the AP view resembles a pocket (clasp) knife
folding into its handle.
The vast majority of patients with knife clasp
syndrome do not have any symptoms related to
the anomaly. Patients who do experience symptoms associated with the syndrome either experience low back pain when in an upright hyperex-

tended position, or less frequently experience leg
pain or paresthesia in the S1 or S2 distribution.
Three radiographic patterns of knife clasp have
been identified. Type I is the classic form and
demonstrates a wide spina bifida at S1 with a long
spinous process at L5. Type II has a narrow spina
bifida at S1 with a long spinous process at L5.
Type III has narrow or wide spina bifida at S1 but
the elongated spinous process at L5 has a small
isolated ossicle of bone just distal to its tip.
Manipulative techniques that put the lumbosacral spine into extension should be avoided.

(Figure 1). The AP lumbar demonstrates a Type I knife clasp with a wide spina bifida at S1 and an
elongated spinous process at L5. The elongated spinous process is outlined on the lateral film.
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

WHEATLEY EMBRACES C.A. PROFESSION

After Medical Career

A
Audrey Wheatley, C.A.

“Knowledge is
power, and the more
you have, the better
you will be for your
doctor and the office
you work for.”

24

A bit of good luck and right timing is
what ultimately brought Audrey Wheatley, C.A., to the chiropractic profession
following years in the medical industry.
“My sister-in-law, Dr. Genia Sword,
was also my chiropractor and one day I
was in her office being treated and she
offered me a job,” Wheatley recalled.
Eight years later - and three years after
becoming a chiropractic assistant - there’s
nothing else she would rather be doing.
It all seemed to flow together, as
Wheatley was working in a medical environment. Before transitioning to chiropractic, Wheatley worked at Spalding
Regional Hospital in a variety of capacities.
“The last two years that I worked at the
hospital, I was given a promotion to set up
a medical office from the ground up for a
doctor that was hired to come from New
York to practice as a hospital physician,”
Wheatley explained. She also spent nine
years working for a pulmonary doctor
prior to getting into chiropractic.
Now Wheatley works at Trinity Pain
Relief Center in Jonesboro.
“The most rewarding aspect of my job
is seeing people who come in our door
with severe debilitating pain leave with a
smile on their face and feeling much better,” she said. “I love to work with people,
and I also love the insurance aspect as
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well. The most challenging part of my
job is definitely the insurance, the reason
being is that it changes daily, and more
importantly, you have to fight for your
money and that is big challenge.
“But I like challenges and will argue
until my last breath with an insurance
company or attorney to get my doctors
paid!”
While not at work, Wheatley enjoys
spending time with her husband and their
two daughters; she also enjoys camping,
boating, reading and traveling.
“I have learned in the last few years
that life is too short not to enjoy, so I just
live it to the fullest,” she said.
She advises anyone interested in entering the chiropractic profession as a C.A.
to get involved with educational opportunities, like the ones offered through
GCA. She said she still talks to and shares
ideas with many of her former fellow
classmates from the GCA Advanced C.A.
program.
“Knowledge is power, and the more
you have, the better you will be for your
doctor and the office you work for,”
Wheatley said.

STUDENT MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

“Why should students get involved?
Because oftentimes those who are
involved at a high level are very
successful. They are the people you
want to learn from.”

SCIENCE, ATHLETICS LED

Mundie To Career Path

W
Eric Mundie

We would like to thank
Georgia 4 LIFE and GCA
Student Member Eric Mundie,
who has helped us kick off
our new Student Member
Spotlight series in The
Georgia Chiropractor.
photo credit:
(above) Linda Mullin-Elkins
of Life University
(below) Omar David of
Season Stories Photography

When thinking about the future of the chiropractic profession, Eric Mundie should be one of the
first people to come to mind.
“I had always loved science and working with
my hands,” the Life University student said.
“Chiropractic seemed like a great fit to combine
those two loves.”
The 25-year-old, who will graduate in September, knew that he would become a chiropractor
following a sports injury at 12 that left him unable
to move his neck. Within three visits to a chiropractor, he had full range of motion and “was
back to living my life,” as he put it.
With becoming a D.C. always the end goal, he
chose to earn his undergraduate degree in athletic
training from Marist College in New York, where
he graduated in 2012.
“I chose to get my athletic training degree
because I wanted to look at the body in a different way than every other chiropractor out there,”
Mundie said. “I wanted to set myself apart, and I
couldn’t be happier with my decision.”
His degree led to Mundie being offered a position as a graduate assistant athletic trainer with
Life University’s men’s rugby club team. In that
role he helped lead them to
a Division 1 Men’s League
Championship win as well
as to a second-place finish in
the Elite Cup Series, both in
the same year.
“It was incredibly difficult but very rewarding,”
he said.
Mundie is a leading
force with the Georgia 4
LIFE group on the university’s campus, and an
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outspoken student member of the Georgia Chiropractic Association. He credits Dr. Marc Ellis
and fellow chiropractic student Chris Kahanec for
getting him involved in the profession at a higher
level.
“Why should students get involved? Because
oftentimes those who are involved at a high level
are very successful,” he said. “They are the people
you want to learn from.
“Apart from the professional networking opportunities that come with professional organizations such as the GCA, being a student in organizations like this is akin to being a fly on the wall.
It is a fantastic opportunity to watch and listen
and learn. Learn about how these people are trying to change the profession you are a part of. If
you can begin to understand how this all works as
a student, then when you eventually graduate and
become a doctor, you already have a step up on
those who don’t, and you can begin to step in and
make changes that you believe in sooner rather
than later.”
While Mundie is still considering a few roads
to take following graduation, including pursuing a
master’s degree through Life’s functional neurology diplomate program, he would ultimately like
to open a practice in his home state of New Jersey
to be closer to his family.
“I would like to take my knowledge from my
athletic training degree and combine it with the
functional neurology and chiropractic to create a
clinic where I would focus on retraining proper
movement patterns,” he said.
“The generosity of the chiropractic community is second to none, and I hope to one day be
able to mentor future chiropractic students in the
same way that my professors and doctors outside
of the school have mentored me.”
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TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

“I would submit to you that there is no
advertising campaign that will bring
that kind of traffic through your clinic,
especially considering that we are
generating income as they discover us.”

ENHANCE YOUR PRACTICE WITH SOMETHING

that Makes Cents

I

I have just returned from the office of one of our clients. I took a staff member with me for about 90 minutes of concentrated work for which we will bill about
$1,100 and reliably be paid in full. We will schedule
two more such visits this year for that client.
No insurance company will contact me in two
years and demand that I return it after a retroactive
denial. I do not need anyone’s permission or precertification to engage in this enterprise, and there is no
third-party company to interfere with decisions we
will make. How does that sound?
By the way, this same activity will bring about
4,500 people to my clinic during this calendar year
who did not otherwise know we existed.
In most chiropractic publications there are articles,
mass emails and advertisements aimed at enticing you
to use gimmicks that enhance your bottom line. This
is not one of those. It is a direction in which I took my
practice that has evolved and grown positively over
the years.
In my second or third year out of school, I was
privileged to care of a gentleman with recurrent
sciatic pain who was a recruiter for a proprietary
trucking school. Because the medical doctor who did
their entry physicals and drug screens was not reliable,
he asked if I would be interested in that opportunity.
So I began doing Department of Transportation
physicals. Very quickly I added the drug screen collections to that process. It was a short hop to adding
drug screening services to local businesses.
Then we added two more trucking schools, two
counties of school bus drivers, a large manufacturing
firm, an electric power reseller and other clients. As
the business grew, I looked for anyone who needed
the service we were providing, which included anyone
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who drives trucks or employs drivers.
I marketed the drug and alcohol testing business
as a standalone service through the local Chamber
of Commerce in the Drug-Free Workplace program.
The Drug-Free Workplace program provides a 7.5
percent discount on workers’ compensation premiums
for employers who participate, and that will more
than pay for my service.
I discovered that if you are going to do DOT
physicals and drug screens for this population, you
need a breathalyzer to be a one-stop shopping experience. With this, I can approach human resources
professionals with a comprehensive package.
Our program was enhanced when I affiliated with
a national occupational health network that links us
with about 1,500 other centers across United States.
Using their software, I now have the ability to provide
our clients with a web page for reporting all of the
drug and alcohol screens we do for them. I can also
remotely arrange drug screening anywhere in the
country for our clients who have multiple offices or
employees on the move.
While this isn’t for everybody, if you enjoy doing
exams, helping people and establishing yourself and
your profession with cultural authority among business leaders, this might be an option for you.
There is a certification process which begins with
the preparation course. There are several of these
available and approved by the DOT, but GCA has
come to your rescue: We have an approved online
course available on the GCA website.
If you have an interest in creating this for yourself,
contact the GCA office or call me directly for information. Consider this part of the benefit of being in
the GCA community.

PRACTICE BUILDING 101

ONE LAW, ONE SCOPE,

One Standard

T

There is only one chiropractic scope of practice act in
the state of Georgia, 43–9–16. A licensed doctor may
choose to practice narrowly or broadly within that
scope as defined by the law.
Whether you choose to only perform adjustments
or choose to include physiotherapeutics and wellness
counseling along with adjusting, one thing remains
the same: every doctor of chiropractic must obtain
an adequate history, perform a physical examination,
diagnose a specific issue or problem and document
visits.
The practice act clearly states: “The doctor of
chiropractic must bring to the exercise of that person’s profession
a reasonable degree of care and skill, which shall include the
determination of the need for chiropractic care…” A D.C.
cannot determine the need for chiropractic care, or
conversely, the need for referral to another health care
provider, without a history and physical exam.
Moreover, in addition to the scope of practice, there
is the concept of “standard of care.” Basically the
standard of care is the degree of caution, prudence,
and good decision-making that a reasonable person
in the circumstances would exercise. Ask yourself this:
am I exercising a degree of caution commensurate
with what other chiropractors would use in similar
circumstances?
Trial lawyers seem to have recently gravitated
toward alleging breaches of standard of care in
malpractice cases. Any doctor who does not have
adequate documentation of his or her thought
processes from the initial contact, history, physical
exam, diagnostic process, treatment and response to
care/outcomes is at risk for negligence or malpractice
suits.
While many recent chiropractic graduates are
opting to start out as cash practices, proper records
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and thorough exams of patients are still required even
if insurers are not demanding proof of diagnosis or
medical necessity to assure payment. D.C.s who are
not conducting exams and keeping records are in
violation of Georgia’s scope of practice.
I urge all new graduates to join their state and
national associations, as they provide valuable
practice information while keeping members abreast
of state laws and requirements. Members also have
opportunities to network with other D.C.s so graduates
can rest assured they are practicing legally and are
in compliance with the rules defined by our scope of
practice.
Protect yourself, your patients and the
professionalism of chiropractic in Georgia by joining
the Georgia Chiropractic Association.

need advice?
Do you need advice about
starting a new practice?
Submit questions to
csharec@gachiro.org,
and your answer may
appear in the next edition.
WWW.GACHIRO.ORG

FUNNY BONES

Linda Denham Gilreath, D.C.
Dr. Linda Denham Gilreath
writes and practices
chiropractic in Cartersville.

TIME MOVES ON,

But Some Things Stay the Same

M

My granddaddy said the summers in Alabama were
hotter than 400 hells. That’s pretty hot if you ask me.
My momma didn’t care. She sent us outside to play as
soon as breakfast was over and we didn’t come in until
she called us. That was standard fare for all the mommas in our Montgomery, Alabama neighborhood in
1957. I guess outside was just as cool as inside considering the invention of air conditioning was a thing of the
future. We did have a window fan and my daddy could
open windows just the right height to get a breeze going
right through the house. Rushing hot air was not all that
wonderful.
After breakfast I headed out to the shade of our mimosa tree. The only time anyone wanted to play under
that scraggly thing was when it had beans on it. We used
to cook the beans on our imaginary stove. We probably
could have accomplished the job by placing them on a
rock in our hot backyard. I couldn’t wait for Patsy Parker
to get up and come out. Patsy Parker was the most
popular girl in our neighborhood because she had a big
oak tree in her backyard. Everyone was especially nice
to Patsy because they wanted to play under the shade of
that big tree, which meant that she got perks like always
getting the leading role in the plays we performed under
her bedspread draped clothes line stage.
Once we moved one yard over to Fred’s house. His
mother must have been sickly because she never came
out in the yard to see what we were doing. She never
noticed kids coming from everywhere on the block with
buckets and shovels. We dug a deep hole at the top of
their yard that 12 children could get in. It was our fort.
Thanks to the clay texture of the dirt it was not our
final resting place. In retrospect, I think Fred’s momma
suffered from some mysterious malady. My benevolent
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brother said she was just shy.
We also had Blue Cave Hideout, a wooded area as
you entered our neighborhood. Sherwood Forest. That
name encouraged us to play Robin Hood in Blue Cave
Hide Out. We picked blackberries in season and got
chiggers in places you would not think they would go.
Minerva Kennedy told us to put finger nail polish on
the bites and it would kill the chigger. She should have
mentioned using clear polish. That was so embarrassing.
Minerva Kennedy was a source of bad information.
Our neighborhood gang also consisted of the Hooks
boys, Joe and John. John was the first boy I ever kissed.
I had to hold him down in the Tunnel of Love at the
State Fair to get that kiss. You can only practice on the
back of your hand so long. I knew it was true love when
the following Christmas he gave me a bottle of Evening
in Paris. I now know his momma made him give it to
me. Joe was my older brother’s age; they hardly ever let
us play with them. One day they tricked us into playing
Cowboys and Indians. After we had been captured for
several hours in the fort we decided to escape and hang
John Hooks. Mrs. Hooks just happened to look out the
window and yelled in horror. We told her we were just
going to hang him for a little while. The permanent
nature of capital punishment had not yet sunk in.
As the years passed, I moved to Georgia against my
will, my brother joined the Air Force in time to go to Viet
Nam, Patsy married her Van and raised her younger
siblings, Joe and John married their sweethearts and left
Mrs. Hooks in their childhood home and Minerva died
from breast cancer. Eventually two of my brothers and
myself would follow in our daddy’s footsteps to enter the
profession he loved, the one that brought us to Georgia
Even so, life on Sherwood Drive remains ever so sweet.

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS

CHIMEDICAL

EMPLOYMENT

CHIMEDICAL MANAGEMENT GROUP, LLCMANAGEMENT
CHIRO-TEMP4YOU.
DEPENDABLE,
www.chimedmua.com
GROUP, LLC
CARING CHIROPRACTOR to help
855-880-7568
chimedmua.com
you for a day, weekend or
a month.

VACATION PART-TIME OR FILL
IN RELIEF DOCTOR. Reasonable
rates. Take a break and know your
patients are in qualified hands. 20
years experience. Most techniques
including diversified, flexion-distraction, activator. I can meet your
needs. PT certified, Extremities
Certified, Extensive athletic treatment. NCMIC $1M/$3M. Georgia
licensure. Call Alan Anderson, DC
(C) 770-722-3621, (H) 678-880-8881.
E-mail savannahdc@comcast.net
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855.880.7568
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678-481-0186 or email Dr. Elliott at
Doctors in North Georgia,docelliott@bellsouth.net.
Alabama and Tennessee can access a state of the art surgical center for their
AMERICA’S
BEST VACATION RELIEF
We have MUA certified doctors that can treat your patients with
patients!
AND ASSOCIATE PLACEMENT
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Interested
doctors,
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MUA
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provider!
tice needs. Will travel. Carry own
ception for high energy, exceptional
contact doctorveneziano@aol.com
and Thompson Drop adjustment.
malpractice insurance. Excellent
doctor. Must be driven, savvy and a
Competitive Salary. Email cover
references. Dr. C. E. Bohr: 770-442WOW!! PARTNERSHIP (NOT ASSO- self-starter. Competitive base salletter and resume to Dr. Jenni at
0973
ary, bonus and benefits. Email reCIATESHIP) WITH BUYOUT. Immejboczar@familyhealthchiropractic.
sume/cover letter to dr.sherwood@
diate Great Income. Must be good
info.
ASSOCIATE DOCTOR WANTED!
sherwoodchiropracticcenter.com
hands-on diversified adjuster. Busy
GOOD PAY, BENEFITS, FRIDAYS,
Norcross Clinic. Great opportunity
FT ASSOCIATE DC NEEDED FOR
SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS OFF. Our
SEEKING INDEPENDENT CONfor the right doctor. High Volume
HOLISTIC CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
chiropractic office has a strong
IN MARYVILLE, TN. Our prosperous, Clinic. Call Dr. Duckett 404-403-5689 TRACTOR; Acworth. We place an
emphasis on nutrition and holistic
emphasis on sports therapy but
two doctor practice is looking to exhealthcare. Located 20 minutes
treat most injuries and conditions.
GOOD NEWS! I’VE GOT YOUR
pand. Excellent for new DC. Gensouth of the Atlanta airport in
Doctor utilizes soft-tissue therapy,
BACK! One of the greatest chalerous starting pay + commission,
Newnan Georgia. All applicants
lenges you’ll face is finding the right Graston, rehabilitation, and spinal
vacation, health , vision, life and
welcome. Please email CV to
decompression. We spend quality
Doctor to cover your practice while
malpractice insurance. A beautidr.rob@alternacareinc.com.
time with our patients. Like minded
you are away. Let me solve that
ful 5,000 sq. ft. clinic and an eight
doctors welcome. Access to EHR,
problem for you! 25 years experiperson staff. Need skillful manual
ARROWHEAD CLINICS: ASSOCIATE
billing, scheduling, staff, internet
ence. Most techniques. NCMIC
adjuster (Diversified), extremity adDOCTORS NEEDED: IMMEDIATE
and phone. Potential for ownership
insured. Recommendations availjusting, and rehab. A mix of general
AVAILABILITY. Be the only doctor
when the doctor retires. Must be
insurance, personal injury, cash and able. Call Dr. Kahn at 678-386-1555
in a busy personal injury clinic.
licensed and insured. E-mail your
or drdannykahn@gmail.com
Medicare patients. If interested,
Diversified Technique preferred. GA
CV to integrachiro@gmail.com
please send your resume to clinic@
license and P.T. certification a must.
CHIROPRACTIC ASSOCIATE sought
sunshinehealthclinic.com
Recent Grads O.K. (will train). Full
GREAT OPPORTUNITY!! Busy
for EMORY/DECATUR area practice.
and part time positions available.
Chiropractic office looking for a
Established family practice seeks
ASSOCIATE DOCTOR or INDESalary + bonus. Atlanta Metro Area.
Part/Full time, high energy, profeshighly motivated associate who
PENDENT CONTRACTOR wanted
Email resume/CV to Johnny@Arsional associate to join our team
lives or is willing to relocate to
for busy chiropractic office in the
rowheadclinics.com.

WWW.GACHIRO.ORG
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in Acworth! Must be licensed to
practice in Georgia and familiar
with Activator and Thompson drop
techniques. Newly licensed doctors
are welcome! Please send resume
to twoladychiros@yahoo.com.
EXPERIENCED RELIEF OR FILL IN
DOCTOR, 32 years practicing, insured NCMIC, references available,
PT certified, 350.00 a day, call Dr. G.
Lundquist 404-292-2921, glennlundquist@gmail.com
FRONT OFFICE CA FOR DOWNTOWN DECATUR OFFICE. Must have
previous chiropractic experience
and possess excellent telephone
skills. Multitasking, punctuality,
friendly attitude required. Must be
able to speak with patients about
money & collect such at front
desk. Insurance and social media
experience helpful. Work MondayFriday. Email resume Drpayton@
wellspringdoc.com.
SEEKING INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR to share space in at a
spacious and growing chiropractic
clinic in the Alpharetta/ Johns
Creek area. Competitive percentage
pay scale. Come build your practice
with us. For more information
please contact us at: peopleschiro@gmail.com or (770)558-6681
CHIROPRACTOR NEEDED for MD/
DC practice: Cornelia, GA - Part
time or Full time position, potentially
percentage ownership for the right
candidate. Business is expanding
and needs a DC to fill the DC/ clinic
director role. Email acmote@gmail.
com for inquiry.
ASSOCIATE DC NEEDED - Looking
for an energetic, full time DC to join
our successful integrative family
wellness center. The right candidate will have an outgoing, positive
attitude, good hands and must
practice with integrity, work hard,
enjoy learning and being part of a
multi-specialty team. Please send
your resume to Dr. Louis Cavallo at
n8doc@charter.net
FULL TIME Doctor of Chiropractic –
Start Date: January 2016. Monday
thru Thursday, 7:15 AM to Close.
Techniques used, Palmer Package, Cox, Diversified and Activator.
Practice Location: 961 Green Street
NE, Gainesville, GA 30501. PHONE:
770 534 0656 (Ask for Dr. Watkins
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or Jeanne). Please EMAIL or FAX
Resume to: jhanlin@watkinstotalhealthcare.com, Fax – 770 534-9553
VACATION RELIEF SERVICE ANY
SIZE PRACTICE HANDLES YOUR
WAY. 23 years experience. Proficient in many techniques. Georgia
licensed. PT certified, statewide
coverage. References. NCMIC insured. Call of email J. Terry Fowler,
CD for more information. (Voicemail) 770-953-2002, (Cell) 770-5972872 or jtfowlerdc@yahoo.com
SANDY PLAINS CHIROPRACTIC IS
SEEKING A FRONT DESK POSITION. Greeting patients, answering
phones, pulling and filing records,
and more. (770) 971-1355 or info@
sandyplainschiro.com
ASSOCIATE/BUYER: LOOKING
FOR SOMEONE TO COME IN AND
COVER THE PRACTICE ON DAYS
THAT I’M NOT IN. We can figure
out a schedule for you a full time
position. I have been in practice for
12 years here and I work three days
a week. The doctor before me that
I transitioned from was in practice
here for 47 years. Email resume to
drcspowell@gmail.com

Chadwick @954-436-6161 or email:
useherbs2@bellsouth.net

PRACTICES FOR SALE
Practices for sale In AL, AR, CA,
CO, GA, KY, IL, MI, NC, NJ, NM, PA,
SC, TN, TX, VA. I have new doctors
who want to buy your practice.
$300.00 for Practice analysis. For
more info Contact Dr. Tom Morgan VolumeDC@aol.com, www.
VolumePractice.com or phone
770-748-6084.
OFFICE AVAILABLE IN MARIETTA : DC retiring. Small office w/
equipment in excellent condition.
Saunders Decompression table,
Cox flection/distraction table, and
electric drop table. Office furniture
and decor included. Rent is $500/
month. Ideal for new graduate! Call
for details 770-891-1015
WOW!! PARTNERSHIP (NOT ASSOCIATESHIP) WITH BUYOUT. Immediate Great Income. Must be good
hands-on diversified adjuster. Busy
Norcross Clinic. Great opportunity
for the right doctor. High Volume
Clinic. Call Dr. Duckett 404-403-5689

IC CHIROPRACTOR WANTEDSANDY SPRINGS/BUCKHEAD
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE. Adjustment tables, X-Ray, physiotherapy
modalities, billing, office staff. Build
your own practice within ours!
Submit resume to info@atlantahealthconnection.com

GEORGIA PRACTICE SOUTH
OF ATLANTA GROSSING OVER
$510,000/YEAR, NETTING $282,000,
40% CASH, 3 ½ DAY WORK WEEK.
$160,000 in high end equipment.
Staff eager to stay w/incoming
doctor. Visit http://tinyurl.com/
PracticeSale or email DrRandi77@
Gmail.com.

RINGGOLD, GEORGIA: ASSOCIATE
WANTED FOR BUSY 20 YEAR OLD
ESTABLISHED FAMILY PRACTICE.
Candidate must have full spine
manual adjusting skills, be a self
starter and not require supervision.
Must be comfortable with high
volume practice and some evenings
and Saturday mornings. Pay commensurate with experience. Salary
and vacation benefits. Email resume
to NGADC2@GMAIL.COM

PRACTICE BUILDING FOR SALE
-Tucker. Perfect for start-up or
downsizing. Previous handsome
income as sole proprietor. Retired.
Excellent location at intersection
with high visibility. Small freestanding house with second house
(paying tenant) on same property..
Both Included. $310,000. Contact
us at 404-371-8833 or email doctornell2001@yahoo.com

LOOKING FOR MOTIVATED
CHIROPRACTOR TO WORK AT A
BEAUTIFUL, WELL-ESTABLISHED
HEALTHCARE CENTER LOCATED IN
SUNNY SOUTH FLORIDA. The office
in turn-key, meaning that we have
fully furnished treatment rooms,
a lecture area, office staff, and
other practitioners. Please call Dr.

PRACTICE FOR SALE IN CARTERSVILLE, GA Since 2004, New Life
Health Center has been an integrative facility focused on health and
well-being. Located in downtown
Cartersville, GA. Soothing atmosphere with plants and water fountains. We offer chiropractic care for
adults, seniors, children and fami-
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lies. Additional wellness services,
such as weight loss programs and
nutritional health treatments are
also available. There are 6 rooms,
one bathroom, low overhead and
all equipment is owned. $185,000.00
email: nrgworkdr2@gmail.com 404556-8817
ALBANY, GA PRACTICE FOR
SALE- Beautiful, fully equipped
office in Albany, GA for sale. Great
opportunity in a city with very
strong demographics and minimal
competition. This practice was built
to handle a very high patient load.
This practice currently cash flows
4-5k per month above overhead.
Please email Dr. Butler at wbutler@
healthsourcechiro.com to inquire
further.
CHIROPRACTIC & AK & NUTRITION
THRIVING PRACTICE FOR SALE
IMMEDIATELY. In sale location 30
years. Great location in NE Atlanta
off 285 w/billboard seen from 285.
The Gross receipts $273,201.
Patient data base of 3300. Fully
furnished practice with low rent.
Much Optional available equipment,
call for full list. Contact Debbie Orr
at 770-540-5990
CHIROPRACTIC OWNED CLINIC
WITH STRONG 12 YEAR OLD LASER
HAIR REMOVAL BUSINESS FOR
SALE ON COBB PARKWAY AND
I-285. Gross sales $500K per year
with steady profits and $50K AR.
Strong SEO and PPC marketing in
place for laser. Set up with X-ray
and physical therapy stations.
Doctor pursuing consulting, and
will stay on to train. 12,000 clients
to internally market laser/wellness/
chiropractic. $400K OBO. chirolaser75@gmail.com
SANDUSKY, OH practice for sale.
19 year family practice, ~70% cash,
no insurance headaches, 3 ½ days a
week. High tech, well equipped and
LOW overhead. Visit http://backofficeconsults.com/PracticeProfiles.
html for a full description including
a pictures, financials and demographics; go to Sandusky,Ohio. To
ask specific questions please call
(973) 885-8078 or email at sanduskypractice@gmail.com
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BUY/SHARE/
LEASE OFFICE SPACE
LARGE SMYRNA GEORGIA CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE looking to share
space with chiropractor. Great location and affordable rent. For further
information, please call or email Dr.
Joel at 770-432-9290 or drdshumor@
mindspring.com.
33-YR ESTABLISHED PRACTICE
WITH A TOTAL 3800 SQ FT LOOKING FOR SOMEONE TO SUBLEASE
FOR A PORTION OF THE BUILDING. We are located at one of the
busiest intersections in Dekalb
County in Atlanta - Clairmont and
Briarcliff. We share the parking lot
with a huge Gen3 Quick Trip service
station, creating added visibility.
404-321-1151.
ROSWELL PRIVATE OFFICE FOR
LEASE Your own private office/
adjusting room in Roswell, GA with
shared reception rm., x-ray, rehab
& orthotics lab. Starting at only
$265/month rent! Call or text Jamie
Schantz, D.C. (678643-3090 today.
MARIETTA/WEST COBB space
available for true independent
contractor. Private office/adjusting room. Share reception/xrays/
physiotherapy/copier/fax/internet
etc. Great for start up or downsizing chiropractor or any other health
related practitioner. High visibility
Kroger Shopping Center. $750 a
month. Call Dr Joe 770-421-1340
and visit our web site www.martinichiropracticcenter.com
KENNESAW, OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE for IC $550.00 per month.
Please call 770-426-6639
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE SPACE FOR
RENT. Former chiropractic office of
North Georgia Spinal Associates,
4595 Towne Lake Pkwy Towne Lake,
Woodstock, Ga. Our practice was
seeing 175-200 patient visits per
week, the practice was sold and
the new owner moved the practice
to a different location. This 2260 sq
ft office is specifically built out for
a chiropractic office including lead
lined X-ray suite, adjusting rooms,
therapy rooms, physical therapy
area, massage rooms, reception
and waiting rooms. 678-234-7606
Ray Caputo or caputoray@gmail.
com

CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE BUILDING
FOR SALE. 30 yr chiropractic office
on Pleasant Hill Rd in Lilburn. 1260
sq. ft. Near I -85 extreme visibility.
Complete location with 4 treatment rooms, Dr office. Waiting and
front desk. All complete. This will
include X Ray unit. Great location to
start or bring patients. Building has
Dental office separate on other side
also,brings lots of people! Priced to
sell!! Dr Ken Horowitz 770-827-2913
WOODSTOCK, GA - 2200 sq ft
fully furnished and equipped space
available to share as IC or to rent.
Please email dr.richschones@gmail.
com

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
1949 MODEL “ELECTRO BIOMETER
ANALYZER”. Pathoclast. $500.00,
includes manuals, correspondence,
accessories, et. Needs restoration.
Contact for details, photos. Local
pick-up. 912-601-2338 marshalsfarm@frontiernet.net.
USED X-RAY SYSTEMS, VARIOUS
USED FILM processors, cassettes,
accessories and etc. for sale. Delivery and installation is available.
For pricing and availability leave
message 678-409-4161
USED TABLES & THERAPY EQUIPMENT Used tables in stock, tradeins welcome. Also many other items
of therapy equipment including
E-Stim, Lasers and Decompression. Phone 770-966-0576 or www.
spectrum4med.com
FOR SALE: Lloyd 402 Flexion Elevation table with 3 manual drops for
sale in Marietta. Used for two
months in practice before moving
to Georgia. In perfect condition,
bought new from manufacturer. Email for pictures and list of features.
Jonathan.Vestal@life.edu $7500
NEW, USED, REFURBISHED TABLES
AND EQUIPMENT for the top
brands, plus service and supplies.
Trade-ins, consignments accepted. We have personally served
chiropractors for 25 years and look
forward to serving you! Contact
Curtis Booker, CAB Medical at 678516-7853 or cbooker@bellsouth.net.
USED FISCHER X-RAY SUITE FOR
SALE. Three viewboxes, four 10x12

cassettes and four 14x17 cassettes
included. $5,000. For more information call 404-872-4878 or email
runglass@hotmail.com.
BENNETT X-RAY MACHINE WITH
KONICA QX-70 processor for
sale–Little Usage: $7000.00. Call
706-627-7053 for more details and
information
FOR SALE: COMPLETE X-RAY SUITE
w/ all accessories incl screens
$4000, AFP Mini Med processor
$700, Zenith 420 Hylo w/ all drops
$3500, Silentaire compressor $700,
JTech Wireless Tracker w/ROM, m
testing, algometry $2500, 2 massage
tables $100 ea, 2 dual bank viewboxes $40 each, contact Dr. Starman (678) 525-8532 or s.starman@
att.net
CHECK OUT THIS DEAL! X-RAY
machine for sale, Complete with
chest board bucky, collimator,
Tingle 300ma 125 kvp generator,
single phase chiropractic unit, mfg
date1992. VERY good condition.
By this I mean not used in the last
five years and barely used prior
(less than 100 films per year). I will
include a spare x-ray tube, a film
processor, a film storage bin AND
pay for the delivery AND set up for
ALL for just $5,000. Contact Dr Ralph
Templeton at drrjt2@gmail.com or
call 770-377-2802 Also, I have used
Spinalators, water massage beds,
therapy tables, EMS machines, and
Hill Anatomotor tables. CHEAP!
CHATTANOOGA GROUP VECTRA
Genisys Cold Laser Unit with stand
$1500.00. Hydromassage Table
$500.00 706-965-5777 or at eds057@
catt.com
FOR SALE: Cox distraction table,
Richmar Ultrasound 3.1, Interferential IFV 2000, stationary adjusting
table, framed anatomical charts,
spinal models, reception room
furniture. physmedctr@yahoo.com
or (770) 955-5487
FOR SALE: Tingle 325D X-Ray
machine and a Hope automatic film
processor. Includes Bucky, Measuring tools, 7 cassetts (4 cervical/3
lumbar), film holder and name tag
flasher. 3,000 for everything. Emaildrwiskind@duluthmulticare for info
or interest.
USED X-RAY MACHINE FOR SALE
- 20kHz High Frequency X-ray

unit, bucky, Summit Processor, ID
printer, safe light, 14X36 and 8X10
Cassettes, Bolin Filters, 2 Calipers,
Gonadal and Ovary Shields. New
in 2006. Everything you need to get
started. $7000. Gondrette@gmail.
com
FISCHER X-RAY UNIT 300/125
COMPLETE WITH EVERYTHING YOU
NEED. $1500. You are responsible
for moving it. Must be out before
the end of January. 706-548-1419 or
706-224-8637
ZENITH COX FLEXION DISTRACTION TABLE MODEL 100. Reconditioned- like brand new. Black with
light gray base. Cervical and lumbar
flexion distraction. Thoracic and
lumbar drops. Vertical elevation
feature. $5500 or best offer. Contact
Dr. George Lisjak at (770)856-3103,
or email drgeorgelisjak@gmail.com
USED CHIROPRACTIC TABLES,
HYLO, DECOMPRESSION, STATIONARY. Financing available through
Optimal Business Loans. Contact Ed
Rogers, at rbeasley@levelonediagnostic.com for details and website.
FOR SALE: Eurotech Cox Table
with 3 manual drops; Cervical and
Lumbar flexion with removable
handles. Excellent Condition. For
more information, please contact
678-412-5365.

SERVICES
MEDICAL BILLING INTEGRITY
BILLING - Our Time Is Your Money
- Specialists in Insurance & Patient
Recoupment. Rates as low as 3%.
Call for a free quote. 866-880-6072.
RTC FINANCIAL, LLC. CHIROPRACTIC DEBT COLLECTION. No placement or account fees. We only get
paid when you get paid! Chiropractic references available. 678-9741992 www.rtcfinancial.com

TO ADVERTISE,
contact Carly Sharec
at GCA: 770.723.1100 or
csharec@gachiro.org
WWW.GACHIRO.ORG

Georgia Chiropractic Association
1926 Northlake Parkway
Suite 201
Tucker, GA 30084-7069
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Top Malpractice Attorney’s

6 Recommendations
6
for D.C.s

1

#

In my 34-year career, I’ve seen a lot,
including what factors really make a
difference in a malpractice lawsuit.
Among my recommendations …
Michele Quattlebaum, J.D.

Knowledge
is Power

For D.C.s, there is nothing worse than getting a claims representative on the phone who has no
idea what you are talking about or an attorney that you have to educate. You can tell immediately if
they don’t know anything about chiropractic.
This is a common problem that insurance carriers have with defense lawyers. Many experienced
attorneys have previously defended medical doctors and could have developed the prejudice that
the medical profession has against chiropractic.
NCMIC strives to “weed out” those defense attorneys who do not understand chiropractic
and do not believe in the value of the chiropractic profession in healthcare.

Learn about Michele’s other
recommendations by going to
www.ncmic.com/Recommends
Or, find out more about NCMIC by
calling 800-769-2000, ext. 3120.
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